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Abstract

Background/Introduction

Nursing students struggle with learning complex clinical scenarios using clinical judgment. Priority questions, select all that apply and
the new Next Generation NCLEX structure are all challenging concepts for nursing students. The literature supports methods to teach
clinical judgment to students with concerns surround the changes to NCLEX (Hensel, 2020).

Purpose
In a re-designed nursing course, various learning modalities were incorporated to assist students in applying knowledge to complex
nursing content and promote clinical judgment.

Methods or Processes/Procedures

A web-based interactive application allowed faculty to create learning activities consisting of questions such as multiple-choice, short-
answer and short videos on complex patient cases. Students signed into the activity at the start of class as faculty engaged students in
correct responses and rationales, allowing for instant feedback and low-stakes evaluation of student knowledge. The other activity was
a simple handout given to students with 10 to 15 select-all-that-apply and/or priority questions—minus the answer choices. The
activity encouraged students to read the question and then write the answer choices instead of choosing from answers already
provided. Students were given a ‘computer break’ to discuss answer choices with classmates then review correct responses as a class.

Results

Questions from both activities would be recycled and used on examinations to evaluate student learning outcomes. The scores on
exams began to improve and students were able to rationalize correct or incorrect answers. Student feedback on both activities were to
have more of them as it elicited lively discussions.

Limitations
This was only conducted during one semester.

Conclusions/Implications for Practice
New and innovative methods to engage students will be imperative toward educating nursing students.
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